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Medical  Ofificer’s  Report. 


Goiiieisal,  Marcli,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Gomersal  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Eighth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1914. 

RHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

Tlie  highest  point  is  525  feet  above  sea  level,  and  is 
situated  in  Pojteley  Fields,  on  the  South  side  of  your  area.  The 
lowest  point  is  230  feet  above  sea  level,  and  is  at  Rawfolds.  The 
wliole  of  the  District  is  exposed  to  any  wind.  The  subsoil  con¬ 
sists  of  claj^  over-laying  the  coal  measures.  From  South  to 
nearly  due  North  runs  a  ridge  along  which  the  major  portion 
of  the  population  reside,  chiefly  in  Back-to-Back  Houses. 

POPULATION. 

The  Population  at  the  1911  Census  was  3,796,  and  shows 
an  average  increase  of  about  20  per  annum  to  the  end  of  June, 
1914.  Since  this  date  a  considerable  number  of  enlistments 
have  taken  place,  which  are  not  quite  replaced  by  the  number 
of  Belgian  refugees  temporarily  residing  in  your  District,  so  for 
statistical  purposes  I  am  taking  the  population  at  the  same 
flgure  as  last  year,  namely,  3,835. 

WATER. 

This  is  brought  here  from  the  Bradford  City  high  level. 
Service  pipes  chiefly  lead.  Quantity  and  quality  good.  No 
analysis  has  been  made  during  the  year.  No  plumbism.  Wells 
supply  a  few  isolated  dwellings ;  quantity  sufficient,  quality 
hard. 

RIVERS. 

Gomersal  is  separated  from  Cleckheaton  by  the  River 
Spen.  At  the  lower  part  of  Cliffe  Lane  there  is  a  leakage  of 
sewage  into  this  river,  from  a  few  houses  immediately  joining 
Cleckheaton.  There  is  also  some  leakage  of  sewage  into  the 
same  river  at  Rawfolds. 


2 


miAmMlR  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Drainage  of  the  District  is  divided  into  two  parts, 
the  major  portion  being  treated  by  a  neighbouring  authority— 
Liversedge,  and  tlie  rest  being  treated  at  the  Goniersal  Irriga¬ 
tion  Works.  The  Tatter  are  kept  in  good  order  and  are  quite 
ca])able  of  treating  a  greater  quantity  tlian  is  at  present  con¬ 
ducted  tliere.  Some  of  the  property  in  the  Great  Goniersal  area 
still  reciuires  connecting  with  the  main  sewer.  The  drainage  of 
Scott  Lane,  Clilfe  Lane,  Bird  Acre,  and  Lower  vSpen  is  still 
incomplete. 

ASHPITS. 

Tliese  on  the  whole  are  satisfactory.  The  major  portion 
are  the  ordinary  ash  closets.  Where  opportunity  offers  the 
Council  have  insisted  on  the  water  carriage  system  being  insti¬ 
tuted.  7  closets  have  been  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system 
during  the  year,  and  15  water  closets  have  been  erected  with 
new  property.  Total  water  closets,  272 ;  waste  water  closets,  14. 

SCAYENGING. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council,  and  is  satisfactory. 
17  ashbins  have  been  established  during  the  year.  The  Council 
have  acquired  some  land  for  tipping  purposes  on  the  West  side 
of  the  District,  where  ashpit  refuse  is  being  deposited  and  then 
covered  with  a  good  layer  of  earth. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Careful  inspection  is  made  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
all  dwellings,  and  the  whole  is  found  satisfactory.  The  sink 
pipe  of  every  house  is  conducted  to  a  dish  stone  on  the  outside 
of  the  dwelling,  but  a  fair  number  of  these  pipes  are  not  trapped 
within  the  dwelling.  Special  inspections  made  during  the  year, 
80;  defects  found,  42;  remedied,  42. 

LODGING  HORSES  and  CELLAR  DWELLINGS.  None. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

These  number  7,  and  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Two  Chemical  Works,  2  Leather  Works,  one  Sizing,  one  Gas 
Works,  and  one  Soap  Works. 

FOODS. 

No  unsound  food  has  been  detected  during  the  year. 
There  are  four  Butchers’  Shops  in  the  District,  and  no  tul)er- 
culous  meat  has  been  detected. 
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SLAUGHTEE  HOUSES. 

There  are  three,  which  are  all  satisfactory.  They  are 
clean  and  are  whitewashed  regularly.  Town’s  water  is  used  in 
each.  Frequent  inspections  are  made. 

SALE  OE  FOOD  and  DEUGS.  Ao  action  has  been  taken. 
AIE  SPACE. 

Good.  The  whole  District  is  open  and  air  circulates 
freely  through  the  whole  area. 


EG  ADS  AND  STEEETS. 

Eoads  good.  Streets  and  back  yards  are  repaired  with 
aslies,  and  in  dry  weather  they  are  very  dusty,  while  in  wet 
ueather  they  are  very  dirty. 

COW  SHEDS. 

These  on  the  whole  are  satisfactory,  eighteen  being  on 
the  register.  There  are  two  purveyors  of  milk.  Ventilation 
might  be  more  carefully  attended  to.  Many  owners  like  to  keep 
their  cattle  warm,  and  so  carefully  close  up  all  air  inlets  during 
cold  weather,  but  forget  to  o])en  them  when  the  weather  gets 
v'armer.  They  are  kept  fairly  clean  and  are  whitewashed  twice 
a  year.  The  various  utensils  used  in  milking  are  well  cared  for. 
Number  of  inspections,  54. 

MILK  SHOPS  and  DxlIElES.  None. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Good.  Very  little  is  imported.  No  analysis  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

HOUSES. 

The  existing  houses  are  good,  but  houses  in  th.e  Dis¬ 
trict  are  very  scarce,  and  though  there  is  plenty  of  suitable  land 
available,  no  one  seems  willing  to  erect  new  i^roperty.  The 
ventilation  of  most  houses,  in  my  opinion,  is  bad,  though  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  improvement  in  the  opening  of  windows  com¬ 
pared  with  some  years  back.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  his 
staff  have  had  a  good  deal  of  influence  in  effecting  improve¬ 
ment  in  this  resi)ect. 

DAKEHUUSES. 

There  are  ten  on  the  register,  and  they  are  satisfactory. 
Each  one  has  been  inspected  during  tlie  year.  None  under¬ 
ground. 
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SCHOOLS. 

Tliere  are  three  in  the  District.  The  new  Council 
School  was  oi)ened  in  1912.  The  rooms  are  large,  well  lighted, 
and  well  ventilated,  there  being  plenty  of  room  for  the  scholars 
now  in  attendance,  tlefore  Easter  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
German  Measles  amongst  the  younger  scholars  of  such  an  ex¬ 
tent  that  had  the  Easter  holidays  not  intervened  it  would  have 
been  necessary  to  close  the  infant  classes.  Sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  are  good.  Water  supj)ly  good.  The  playground  is  still 
uni)aved,  and  in  wet  weather  the  children  carry  a  good  deal  of 
matter  into  the  school,  which  on  drying  hies  about  as  hne  dust. 
This  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  throat  trouble,  which  at 
times  assumes  the  characteristics  of  diphtheria.  During  the  dry 
season  dust  is  still  markedly  evident.  1  suggest  that  a  moveable 
barrier  should  be  placed  inside  the  gates  to  prevent  the  scholars 
rushing  into  the  main  street. 


HILL  TOP  SCHOOL.  This  is  satisfactory.  Water 
supply  good.  Sanitary  arrangements  good.  Air  space  and  light 
good.  My  remarks  respecting  the  playground  at  the  Council 
School  api)ly  equally  to  the  one  at  the  Hill  Top  School. 


INFANT  SCHOOL,  Little  Gomersal,  satisfactory. 

The  Teachers  of  all  Tin  ■ee  Scliools  pay  great  attention 
to  the  health  of  the  children,  and  in  any  doubtful  case  are  care¬ 
ful  to  either  present  the  child  for  examination  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer  or  send  it  to  some  local  medical  man.  With  the 
exception  of  the  outbreak  of  German  measles  mentioned  above 
the  health  of  the  children  has  been  good. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

38  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  a 
Closing  Order  made  against  8. 


OYEPCPOWDING. 

Several  cases  of  overcrowding  came  under  my  notice, 
but  the  difficulty  is  with  the  shortage  of  suitable  houses  to 
remedy  the  trouble. 


FPIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  tour  in  the  District.  They  are  satisfactorily 
kept,  but  the  drainage  requires  overhauling,  and  all  refuse 
should  be  burnt. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  deatlis  registered  in  your  District  nninher  41, 
one  of  these  being  a  non-resideiit,  giving  a  death  rate  of  10*69. 
To  tliis  number  must  be  added  ten  deaths  of  Gomersal  residents 
whose  deaths  have  occurred  outside  your  area.  Tliese  bring  ihe 
total  death  rate  to  13*29  for  the  year.  The  deaths  were  pretty 
evenly  distributed  over  tlie  District  and  call  tor  no  special  com¬ 
ment  in  that  resi)ect.  Consumption  caused  four  deaths,  giving 
a  deatli  rate  of  1*04.  Total  deaths  ascribed  to  tubercular  disease 
(including  consumption)  were  5,  giving  a  rate  of  1*30.  Deaihs 
from  other  cliest  diseases  number  7,  giving  a  rate  of  1*82.  The 
deaths  from  zjunotic  diseases  other  than  phthisis  were  2,  giving 
a  rate  of  *52. 


BIRTHS. 

There  have  been  77  births  registered  in  your  District, 
giving  a  rate  of  20*05  per  annum .  Included  in  these  are  3  illegit¬ 
imate.  There  were  52  male  births,  including  2  illegitimate,  and 
25  females,  of  whom  one  was  illegitimate. 


HSTEAhlTILE  DEATH  RATE. 

There  have  been  8  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age,  giving  an  infantile  death  rate  of  103  per  thousand  net 
births.  Two  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  bronchitis,  three  to 
diarrhoea,  and  three  to  congenital  defects.  Now  that  the  Notifi¬ 
cation  of  Births  Act  is  in  operation  in  the  District  I  hope  to  see 
this  death  rate  materially  reduced.  No  instruction  or  oversight 
is  given  by  the  Council. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEAvSES. 

There  have  been  22  notifications  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Act  (see  Table  II),  eleven  of  them  being  of  tubercular 
diseases,  which  have  been  seen  and  in  most  cases  treated  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

In  my  opinion  far  too  little  use  is  made  of  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  laboratory  at  Wakefield.  Personally  I  have  found  it  of 
the  greatest  possible  benefit,  and  cannot  understand  why  more 
advantage  is  not  taken  of  this  most  valuable  aid  to  correct 
diagnosis. 
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INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. 

This  is  the  Oakwell  Joint  Hospital,  and  is  situated  in 
Pirstall.  It  is  well  eqiiip])ed  and  capable  of  treating  all  cases. 
Lately  it  has  been  enlarged  owing  to  Batley  joining  the  scheme. 
Tlie  Small  Pox  section  is  ready  to  receive  i)atients,  but  has  for¬ 
tunately  not  been  required. 

HISINFECTION 

Is  carried  out  by  means  of  spraying  and  fumigating 
with  Formalin. 

MIH WIVES.  One  registered. 

COUNCIL  MEETINGS 

Are  held  once  a  Month,  and  to  each  Meeting  a  report 
on  the  health  and  sanitation  of  the  District  is  sent. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Are  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  with  the  exception  of 
three,  where  I  consider  water  closets  should  replace  the  conveni¬ 
ences  in  i:)resent  use. 

Y  ours  respectfully, 

E.  R.  F.  MASON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SURVEYOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1914. 


Surveyor’s  Office,  Gomersal, 

February,  1915. 

To  the  Cliairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 
Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Fourtli  Annual  Report  on 
the  condition  of  the  Roads  and  various  Works  in  the  District 
under  your  control  generally,  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1914.  This  will  be  the  last  Report  which  I  shall  have  the 
honour  to  present  to  you  as  a  separate  Urban  Sanitary  Author¬ 
ity,  the  Spenborough  Amalgamation  Scheme  now  having  passed 
through  all  its  stages. 

The  District  has  now  an  estimated  population  of  3,835. 

The  Trade  of  the  District  has  kept  good. 

The  year  has  been  fairly  good  for  the  harvesting  of 
Crops,  which  have  been  gathered  without  much  trouble.  The 
latter  part  of  the  year  has  been  very  wet  and  cold. 

The  whole  of  my  departments  have  been  kept  busy, 
and  the  new  Works  and  Alterations  have  received  my  careful 
personal  inspection  and  direction.. 


COUNTY  MAIN  ROADS. 

These  have  been  maintained  and  carefully  cleansed 
throughout  from  time  to  time.  800  tons  of  materials  was  alloAvecl 
for  the  repair  of  these  Roads,  which  are  now  in  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  state.  16,000  super  yards  of  Roadway  have  been  surface 
tarred  at  a  cost  of  £102.  This  again  proved  very  beneficial  in 
keeping  down  the  dust  and  the  road  surface  together.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  recommending  further  work  of  this  nature 
being  carried  out  during  the  present  year. 

£200  was  granted  by  the  County  Council  for  Footpath 
renewals,  which  has  practically  been  expended. 

60  yards  of  6  inch  surface  water  drain  has  been  laid 
opposite  Pollard  Hall,  and  the  channels  at  the  Gateways  paved, 
to  prevent  flooding  to  this  property. 

No  other  works  of  a  special  nature  have  been  carried 
out.  Respecting  the  road  widening  of  the  Leeds  and  Elland 
Main  Road  at  Hill  Top,  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  a  move  has  been  made,  and  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  arrange  to  carry  out  this  improvement,  the  need  of 
which  is  now  greater,  since  the  advent  of  the  Motor  Bus  service. 
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DISTRICT  R(3ADS. 

Tliese  Roads  liave  been  carefully  cleansed  and  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year.  206  tons  of  materials  have  been  pur¬ 
chased  and  laid  on.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  these 
loads  have  improved  somewhat  during  the  time  they  have  been 
under  my  charge,  but  still  not  so  much  as  I  should  have  liked  to 
see. 

'No  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

A  sliort  lengtli  of  ditch  in  Fusden  Lane  has  been  covered 
in,  a  short  length  in  West  Lane  is  still  in  need  of  being  covered 
in. 

As  pointed  out  in  my  last  Three  Annual  Reports,  the 
Footpaths  are  still  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair,  and  if  not  taken 
in  hand  will  all  be  in  need  of  renewals  at  one  time,  the  expense 
of  which  will  be  much  greater  than  could  be  allowed  in  any  one 
year. 


RRIVATE  STREETS. 

No  works  of  any  description  have  been  carried  out  in 
ilie  Private  Streets.  Their  condition  remains  the  same  as  pointed 
out  in  my  last  three  Reiiorts. 


SEWERAGI]  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Sewers  have  been  flushed  and  cleansed  where  neces¬ 
sary  from  time  to  time  and  maintained  in  good  condition,  and 
the  surface  water  gullies  regularly  cleansed.  No  extensions  of 
sewers  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

173  yards  of  6''  and  4"  pipes  have  been  laid  by  private 
owners  for  new  property  and  for  conversion  of  privies  to  w.c.’s. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  received  regular  and 
efficient  attention,  and  have  given  satisfactory  results,  no  com¬ 
plaint  of  nuisance  having  arisen. 

The  same  difficulty  is  still  being  experienced  with  the 
grit  from  the  roads  getting  into  the  Tanks,  as  pointed  out  in  my 
last  two  reports. 

Part  of  the  land  continues  to  be  put  under  crops,  which, 
however,  were  not  quite  so  good  in  quality  as  in  former  years. 
The  sale  just  met  tlie  exT)enditure  in  seed  and  labour. 

The  Sludge  Lagoons  are  in  need  of  the  bottoms  and 
underdrains  renewing,  which  you  will  probably  see  your  way 
to  carry  out  in  the  near  future. 
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SCAVENGING  AND  EEEUSE  KEMOVAL. 

The  Scavenging  and  Eefuse  Eemoval  continue  to  be 
carried  out  by  your  own  teams  exclusively,  and  have  my  daily 
attention.  During  the  year  3,345  Privies,  4,609  Dry  Ashpits, 
and  8,340  Pail  Closets  have  been  cleansed,  a  total  of  2,216  loads 
in  452-25  days  at  a  cost  of  2s.  8-61d.  per  load. 

Through  the  kindiiess  of  our  neighbour,  Cleckheaton, 
who  have  placed  their  Destructor  at  our  disposal  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  refuse,  the  service  is  being  utilised. 


The  cost  of  this  Dei)artment  lias  been  as  follows : — 


£  s.  d. 

Hay,  Corn,  and  Chop  ...  ...  ...  70  18  11 

Harness  and  Eejiairs  ...  ...  ...  8  19  0 

Shoeing,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  IT  8 


w  Eent,  Coal,  and  Light  of  Buildings 

vVages  :  2  Teamers  and  Assistants,  Covering  Tip,  &c. 

Sundries,  Eepairs  to  Carts,  Stables,  &c. 

Hired  Teams 


Deduct  for  Teams  working  in  other  departments  ... 


£ 


s. 


d. 


86 

15 

7 

13 

18 

2 

220 

6 

6 

11 

0 

2 

8 

0 

£323 

19 

3 

22 

16 

0 

£301 

3 

3 

STEEET  LIGHTING. 

The  Lighting  of  the  Street  Lamps  is  again  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Gas  Company,  and  give.s  satisfaction.  I  am  ]ileased 
to  say  that  a  sum  of  £40  was  allowed  for  renewals  to  Lanterns, 
which  was  expended  in  the  provision  of  21  New  Lanterns  and 
the  erection  of  2  New  Lamps,  and  the  removal  of  one  Lamp  to 
a  new  position.  This  sum  should  be  again  allowed  for  further 
renewals  next  lighting  season,  which  will  enable  you  to  extend 
the  Incandescent  Lighting  in  your  District.  The  numbers  are 
now  as  follows  : — 

Incandescent.  Ordinary.  Total. 

126.  52.  178. 


HOUSING. 

The  work  of  House-to-House  liivSpection  is  i)roceediug. 
38  Houses  have  been  ins]^ected  during  tlie  yenr,  Uosiiig  Orders 
liave  been  made  on  8,  Demolition  (Jrders  on  4  have  been  jiiade 
since  the  year  closed.  9  New  Houses  liave  been  erected,  3  of 
vdiich  have  been  occupied. 
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As  iiieiitioiied  in  1113^  previous  llei)orts  there  is  still  keen 
competition  for  good  class  houses. 

Plans  submitted  to  and  approved  by  Council : — 

N e^Y  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Alterations  to  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  2 

W.C.’s  and  Hrainage  ...  ...  ...  1 

Outbuildings  ...  .  ...  2 


New  Buildings  Erected  and  Altered: — 
New  Houses  (proceeding) 
Alterations  to  Houses  ... 
Factories  and  Workshox)s 
W.C.’s  and  Hrainage 
Outbuildings 
N ew  Shoxrs 
W ater  Closets 


16 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

0 

22 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


35 


BEN  HINCHLIFFE, 


M.Ins't.Mim.E., 


Engineer,  Surveyor,  and  Insi^ector  of  Nuisances. 


Gomersal  Urban  Sanitary  District. 
TABLE  i. — Vital  Statistics  of  Wliole  District  during  1914  and  PrcYlous  Years. 


tA 

43 

b30 

0J3 

< 

C 

— * 

"So 

c3 

s 

4-> 

S 

< 

4>  1-. 

^  cr» 

W)  'JX 

-n  Q 

a  0) 

Q 

43 

Q  ^ 

}-• 

-t->  3 

43 

<v 

43 

7C 

►H  bjo 

U  ^ 

43 

Td 

c 

D 

0) 

.M 

a 


CO 


0 

P 

vp 

Tt- 

10 

vo 

(» 

p^ 

c» 

PO 

PI 

CO 

H4 

►4 

>1 

a; 

..Q 


3 


(M 


^  o  ij  ^ 

o  ^ 

03  M  PQ 

pc 


<v 

Xi 

3 


U 

J 

m 

< 

03 

U 

b 

tn 

Z 

< 

03 

h 


tn 

X 

H 

< 

b 

Q 


cn 


n3 

CJ 


C 

K  _  p;  <u  o 

n3  0)  .r:  •- 

•  —  if  i- 

tci  C  CO  4-j 

O;  •-  c 
fV  b/3.« 

S  <u  Q 


,  CO 

c  t5 

^  .2  c-K 

14-1  bJO’'" 

o  oj  Q 

>1  L- 


00 


to  2; 
X  - 
H 

<  D 
w  u 

Q 


u 

03 

H 

to 


03 

H  Q 
to 


< 

H 

O  _ 


o  w 

b  X 


<v 

•4-> 

cd 

PC 


lO 


lo 


3J\ 

lO 


o\ 


CO 

lO 


>-4  w 

>->  »H 


(N 

O 


VO 


00 


lo 


ov 


00 


GC  VO  Ov  VO 


M 


CO 

VO 

On 

VO 

ON 

PV 

vp 

<N 

P  1 

VO 

1— * 

►H 

H 

M 

c^  1 

b 

1 

H-4 

u, 

43 

-Q 

i 

NO 

On 

C30 

P3 

CO 

1 

ON  1 

S  * 

'Cf 

VO 

'cj- 

3 

z 

1 

I 

1 

1 

Ov 

CO 


VO 


CO 

o 


00 


to 

X 

H 

03 

^■4 


4) 


4J 

ct 


VO 


VO 

CO 

CO 

VO 

<p 

p 

CO 

vp 

0 

"vo 

vb 

’0 

HH 

►H 

(N 

CN| 

PI 

OJ 

JX 

B 

Z 


00 

VO 


o 


-  00 
00  VO 


CO 

00 


c 

D 


XJ  I-. 
O  4) 
-Q 

^  C 
<U  t 
V4  3 

o  Z 

o 


CO 


00 

VO 


o 


On 


00 

VO 


PI 

00 


c 

o 


rr-1  O  CtJ 

•Tr  (u 

4J  -• 


03  ^ 

^  P  ? 

C  .ii  o 

O  ^  rt 


c^ 


VO 

0 

VO 

0 

10 

CO 

NO 

On 

CO 

P< 

P^_ 

00_ 

c» 

tJ- 

cb 

cb 

cb 

03 

< 

b 

>- 


o,  o 
o  >- 

ON  ON 


ON 


►-4 

ON 


CO 

cOn 


t>. 


VO 

CO 

co^ 

CO 


On 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water) — 1,099. 
j  Total  population  at  all  ages — 3,796. 

At  Census  of  1911.  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers — 1,041. 


Notes. — This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths 
in  the  district,  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the 
corresponding  rates.  For  years  before  1911  some  of  the  corrected  rates  pro¬ 
bably  will  not  be  available.  The  rates  should  be  calculated  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  gross  population.  In  a  district  in  which  large  Public  Institutions 
for  the  sick  or  infirm  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Columns  5 
and  13  may  be  calculated  on  a  nett  population,  obtained  by  deducting  from 
the  estimated  gross  population  the  average  number  of  inmates  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 

*  In  Column  6  are  to  be  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  to  be  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by 
subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8  and  by  addition  of  the  number  in 
Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  to  be  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction 
of  the  deaths  under  1,  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by 
addition  of  the  deaths  under  1  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

t  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  able  from  the  returns  made  to 
him  by  the  local  Registrar  of  Deaths,  as  well  as  from  the  quarterly  lists 
furnished  by  the  Registrar-General,  to  fill  in  Column  8  in  accordance  with 
the  rule  in  the  next  paragraph  below.  The  Registrar-General,  either  directly 
or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  will  supply  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  with  the  particulars  of  deaths  to  be  entered  in  Column  9; 
and  all  such  deaths  must  be  included  in  this  Column,  unless  an  error  is 
detected,  and  its  correction  has  been  accepted  by  the  Registrar-General. 
For  Column  4  the  Registrar-General  will  furnish  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  a  Statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  sub¬ 
tracted  from  the  total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 

t  “Transferable  Deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a  fixed  or 
usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a  district  other  than  that  in 
which  they  resided.  The  deaths  of  persons  without  fixed  or  usual  residence, 
e.g.,  casuals,  must  not  be  included  in  Columns  8  or  9,.  except  in  certain 
instances  under  3  (6)  below.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  state  in 
Column  8  the  number  of  transferable  deaths  of  “non-residents”  which  are 
to  be  deducted,  and  will  state  in  Column  9  the  number  of  deaths  of  “resi¬ 
dents”  registered  outside  the  district  which  are  to  be  added  in  calculating 
the  nett  death-rate  of  his  district. 

The  following  special  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable  Deaths  :  — 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm,  such  as  hos¬ 
pitals,  lunatic  asylums,  workhouses,  and  nursing  homes  (but  not  alms¬ 
houses)  must  be  regarded  as  residents  of  the  district  in  which  they  had  a 
fixed  or  usual  residence  at  the  time  of  admission.  If  the  person  dying  in 
an  Institution  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  of  admission,  the  death 
is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly  transferred  from  one 
such  institution  to  another,  the  death  is  transferable  to  the  district  of 
residence  at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  first  Institution 

(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  born  and  dying  within  a  year  of  birth  in  an 
Institution  to  which  the  mother  was  admitted  for  her  confinement  should 
be  referred  to  the  district  of  fixed  or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

(3)  Deaths  from  Violence  are  to  be  referred  (a)  to  the  district  of  resi¬ 
dence,  under  the  general  rule;  (b)  if  this  district  is  unknown,  or.  the 
deceased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  the  district  where  the  accident  occurred,  if 
known;  (c)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  death  occurred,  if  known;  and 
(d)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found 
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Oakwell  Joint  Hospital  situated  in  Rirstall  area. 


Notes. — State  in  space  below  the  name  and  position  within  or  without 
the  district  of  the  isolation  hospital  or  hospitals,  sanatoria  or  other  institu¬ 
tions  to  which  the  residents  in  the  district,  suffering  from  infectious  disease, 
have  usually  been  sent,  and  the  name  of  the  authority  by  whom  the  hospital 
is  provided. 

*  This  space  may  be  used  for  record  of  other  diseases  th?  notification 
(compulsory  or  voluntary)  of  which  is  in  force  in  the  district 

t  These  age  columns  for  notifications  should  be  filled  up  in  all  cases 
where  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  by  inquiry  or  otherwise,  has  obtained 
the  necessary  information. 

X  Specify  the  disease  by  initial  against  the  figure. 

F  The  figures  should  take  account  of  any  corrections  made  as  a  result  of 
error  in  notification  or  revision  of  diagnosis  as  a  result  of  a  further  course  of 
the  disease  (c/.  para  (3)  on  p.  3  of  the  Weekly  Summary  of  Cases  of  Iniactious 
Diseases). 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  III. 

The  classification  and  numbering  of  Causes  of  Death  are  those  of  tho 
“Short  List”  on  Page  XXV.  of  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of 
Causes  of  Death,  which  should  be  consulted  and  followed  in  all  cases  of 
doubt. 

Copies  of  this  Manual  were  distributed  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
in  1912  by  the  Registrar-General,  and  may  be  purchased  either  directly  or 
through  any  bookseller  from  Wyman  &  Sons,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.,  price  1/-. 

(a)  All  “Transferable  Deaths”  of  residents,  i.e.,  of  persons  resident  in  the 

District  who  have  died  outside  it,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other 
deaths  in  Columns  2-10.  Transferable  deaths  of  non-residents,  i.e., 
of  persons  resident  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales  who  have  died 
in  the  District,  are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  these 
columns.  For  the  precise  meaning  of  the  term  “transferable  deaths” 
see  footnote  to  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  Column  2  of  Table  III.  should  equal  the  figures  for 
the  year  in  Column  12  of  Table  I. 

(b)  All  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  for  the  sick  and  infirm  situated 

within  the  district,  whether  of  residents  or  of  non-residents,  are  to 
be  entered  in  the  last  column  of  Table  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest 

cases  are  to  be  classed  as  “Certified”;  all  other  deaths  are  to  be 
regarded  as  “Uncertified.” 

(d)  Exclusive  of  “Tuberculous  Meningitis”  (10),  but  inclusive  of  Cerebro- 

Spinal  Meningitis.  . 

(e)  Title  19  should  be  used  for  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  at  all 

ages.  (In  the  “Short  List”  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under 
2  years  are  included  under  Title  19;  those  at  2  years  and  over  being 
placed  under  Title  28). 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  74.  Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  —  legitimate  infants, 

illegitimate,  3.  illegitimate  infants. 


(a)  The  total  in  the  last  column  of  Table  IV.  should  equal  the  total  in 

Column  10  of  Table  I,  and  in  Column  3  of  Table  III. 

(b)  Under  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Tuber¬ 

culous  Peritonitis  and  Enteritis  and  from  Tabes  Mesenterica. 

(c)  The  total  deaths  from  Congenital  Malformations,  Premature  Birth, 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus,  should  equal  the  total  in  Table 
III.  under  the  heading  Congenital  Debility,  and  Malformation  in¬ 
cluding  Premature  Birth. 

Want  of  Breast  Milk  should  be  included  under  Atrophy  and  Debility. 

(d)  For  references  to  the  meaning  of  any  other  headings,  see  notes  attached 

to  Table  III. 

In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II., 
III.,  and  IV.,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 
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WATEE  SUPPLY— 

Any  developments  during  1914?  204  yards  Cliff e  Lane. 
Any  insufficiency,  and  where?  Throstle  Nest,  Lands  Farm, 
and  Swinley. 

Any  curtailment  ?  No. 

Did  any  wells  fail,  and  where?  No. 

Any  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where?  No. 

Any  unchecked  plumbo-solvent  action?  No. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE— 

Any  developments  during  1914?  173  yards  6"  and  4". 
Developments  still  needed  as  to  (a)  Want  of  sewers?  Cliff e 
Lane,  Lower  Spen.  (b)  Improvement  of  defective 
sewers  ?  Bird  Acre,  Scott  Lane. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints 
as  to  smells  ?  No. 

No.  of  sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1914?  None. 
Trapped?  None. 

Proportion  of  sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection  ?  None. 
IJntrapped?  None. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION— 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens?  None. 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets?  166. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens?  372. 

No.  of  Water  Closets?  272.  Waste-water  Closets?  14. 
Are  proper  doors  and  coY^erings  generally  proYuded  ?  Yes. 
No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1914 — (a)  as  w.c.’s? 
None.  (b)  other?  None. 

No.  of  Additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in  1914 
— (a)Yv.c.’s?  7.  (b)  other?  None. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1914  for  neYv  houses  (a)  w.c.’s? 
15.  (b)  other?  None. 


Scavenging- 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of  (a)  Destructor?  Part  Cleckheaton. 
(b)  Tips?  Part,  (c)  Farmers?  Part.  Total  annual 
cost?  £302. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where?  No. 

Any  change  during  1914?  Part  going  to  Cleckheaton 
Destructor, 
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NITISAJSrCE  INSPECTIONS— 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1914?  80. 

Informal  Notices  served?  42.  Complied  with?  42. 
Statutory  Notices  served?  None.  Complied  with?  None. 
Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1913?  7. 

At  close  of  1914?  7. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1914?  42. 

Abated  during  1914  ?  42. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  i)roceedings  ?  None. 


OFFENSIVE  TEADES- 

No.  in  District?  7.  2  Chemical,  2  Leather,  1  Warp  Sizing, 
1  Soai3,  and  1  Gas. 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offen¬ 
sive  trades,  e.g..  Fish-frying,  Maggot-breeding,  etc.  ?  No. 


SCHOOLS— 

No.  of  Elementary  Schools  in  District?  3. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools?  Numerous. 

Action  taken?  Supervision  over  German  Measles. 


MILK  SHPPLY— 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under 
F.  &  D.  Acts?  None.  No.  adulterated?  None. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological 
examination?  None. 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? 
If  necessary  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  engaged. 

No.  of  animals  notified  by  Police  during  1914  under  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order,  1913?  None. 

Any  action  thereon  by  S.A.,  e.g.,  to  ascertain  if  cowsheds 
aff'ected  were  satisfactory?  None. 

x\ny  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1914?  No. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district?  18.  No.  registered?  18. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers?  18. 

No.  who  are  Purveyors  only?  2.  Total  No.  registered?  20. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds  ?  36. 

No.  of  Inspections  in  1914?  54.  General  Condition?  Fair. 

Approx.  No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  District?  143. 

Any  insufficiency  in  Milk  Supply?  No. 

Legal  Twoceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders?  None. 

x\ny  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk 
is  sent?  Not  known. 
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OTHEll  FOODS— 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A. 

for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ?  None. 
No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food?  None. 

No.  of  Slaughter  houses?  3.  No.  Registered?  3. 

Kind  and  Condition  ?  Private  ;  satisfactory. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs?  None. 


FACTORIES^  AND  WORKSHOPS— 

Any  Smoke  nuisance,  and  where  ?  None. 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken?  None. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS— 

Acts  adopted  during  1914?  None. 

BYELAWS  AND  REGULATIONS— 

Any  adopted  during  1914?  None. 

Are  any  other  Byelaws  needed  ?  Cleckheaton  Byelaws 
apply  after  April  10th,  1915. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES— 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1914? 
German  Measles. 

What  special  action  to  combat  same  ?  School  closed  during 
Easter  holidays. 

Is  Hospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient?  Yes. 
What  arrangement  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin  ?  Kept  by 

M.O.H. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list  ?  Measles  and 
German  Measles. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District?  No. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS  AND  INVESTIGATIONS— 

German  Measles. 

TUBERCULOSIS— 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop  ?  Homes 

inspected. 

(2)  Examination  for  contacts  ?  By  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

(3)  Disinfection?  None. 

(4)  Distribution  of  advice  leaflets?  None. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting?  None. 

(6)  Shelters  provided?  None. 

(7)  Is  sputum  examined  ?  Occasionally . 

BACTERIOLOGY—  . 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilized?  Occasionally. 


INi’ANT  MORTALITY— 

AVliat  organised  eli'ort  to  control  it?  AYne. 

Any  ii  a  by  Clinic,  JiabyY  Welcome,  or  Motlier’s  League? 
A  one  . 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1914?  None. 
VITAL  STATISTICS— 

Births  during  1914?  Males  52,  Leniales  25;  Total  77. 

Ao.  illegitimate  included  in  above?  3. 

Leatlis  during  1914 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e..  Total  actually 
registered  in  the  District  without  any  correction?  41. 
(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated? 
Males  28,  Females  23;  Total  51. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above)  ?  None. 

MISCELLANEOLS— 

Mean  Temperature  for  1914?  No  observations. 

Wliat  Mortuary  accommodation — (a)  for  accidents?  None. 

(b)  tor  infectious  cases  other  than  at  Hospital?  None. 
No.  of  Burial  Crounds  ?  4.  Any  need  for  extension?  No. 
Are  there  any  ill-placed  fowl  runs  in  District?  None. 

Any  nuisance  therefrom  or  action  in  relation  thereto?  None. 

SANITARY  STAFF— 

What  is  the  present  xVnnual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.  ?  <£30. 
Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector?  Ben  Hinchliffe.  Annual 
Salary  as  Inspector  ?  £35.  Other  appointments  held  ? 
Surveyor  and  Lighting  Inspector.  Salary  for  such 
other  appointments?  £75. 

Anv  Assistants  ?  None.  Is  Staff' sufficient?  Yes. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  WORK  DURING  1914— 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  (Sec.  15) :  J. 
Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  (Sec.  17) :  0. 
Houses  with  minor  defects  (Public  Health  Acts) :  22. 
Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  Regulation  of  1914 :  38. 
Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection :  30. 

Houses  found  not  reasonably  fit  tor  human  habitation :  8. 
Houses  tor  which  notices  were  given  to  execute  works :  8. 
Houses  in  respect  of  wliich  notices  were  satisfactorily  com¬ 
plied  with  :  None. 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  the  Local  x4uthority  executed  or 
were  executing  works  in  default  of  landlord  :  None. 
Houses  in  respect  of  which  landlord  elected  to  close  house 
instead  of  complying  with  notices  :  None. 

Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  habitation :  8. 
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Houses  represented  to  Local  Authority  as  being  totally  un¬ 
fit  for  human  habitation  :  8. 

Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation  without  the  issue  of 
a  closing  order:  Hone. 

Houses  closed  voluntarily  :  Hone. 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made :  8. 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  after  closing 
orders  were  made:  7. 

Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation  after  closing  order 
was  made,  for  vdiich  the  Local  Authority  determined 
the  order :  Hone. 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily :  Hone. 

Houses  for  which  demolition  orders  were  made:  Hone. 

Houses  demolished  compulsorily  :  Hone. 

Appeals  against  notices  under  Section  15 :  Hone. 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  (Sec.  15) :  8. 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  (Sec.  17) :  8. 

Hame  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections 
under  Article  II.  of  Housing  (Insjoection  of  District) 
Hegulations,  1910?  Ben  Hinchlihe. 

Auv  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping 
rooms  under  Sec.  17  (7)?  Hone. 

Any  action  in  respect  of  such  rooms?  Hone. 

OTHEE  ACTIOH  IH  EEGAED  TO  HOHSIHG— 

Any  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where  ?  A"es  ;  generally. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses,  and  where?  Ho. 

Ho.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1914?  Hone. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where?  Ho. 

Ho.  of  new  Houses  built  during  1914 — (a)  "VYorking-class 
dwellings  :  vSix. 

Any  vrorking-class  dwellings  erected  during  1914  by  Sani¬ 
tary  Authority?  Hone. 

Are  Sanitary  Authority  contemplating  erection  of  working- 
class  dwellings?  Ho. 

TOWH  PLAHHIHG— 

Any  scheme  prepared  during  1914?  Ho. 

(Signed), 

E.  E.  E.  MASOH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March,  1915. 


